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	Chien Shiung Wu discovered her love of physics as a high school student in Soochow, China. After completing her baccalaureate degree at Nanking, she became a graduate student of Dr. Earnest O. Lawrence at the University of California at Berkeley. With the advent of World War II, she was drafted into the Manhattan Project, where she specialized in radiation detection. After the war she continued at Columbia University, her meticulous experimental work with beta-decay of cobalt-60, allowed her to show that elementary particles advance along an axis of rotation in either a right-handed or left-handed manner, not randomly; she thereby disproved the "law of parity".
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